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This book describes the pathology of that most vital of
organs, the circulatory system. The very general
nature of the title reflects the fact that apart from the
obvious topics of diseases of the arteries and veins,
disorders of the lymphatic system, and that often for-
gotten vessel network, are described. In theory the text
is designed for the Pathologist, but this reviewer, an
erstwhile Vascular Anaesthetist, found much of the
text fascinating in its own right. However, if I were
asked to name the group of clinicians who would
benefit most from this book, I would choose the
Vascular Registrar, for two reasons. First, a compre-
hensive knowledge of the fundamental structural
properties of vessels, and the effect of disease on that
structure is vital for clinical diagnosis and choice of
operation. The section on the histology of the normal
vessel is the most comprehensive I have ever seen. It is
easy to read and the photomicrographs are extremely
clear. It should not be skipped by the impatient, as an
understanding of the normal anatomy of a vessel is a
prerequisite to understanding its pathology. The next
most important chapters are those contained in
section III, `` Fundamental lesions in vascular
pathology''. All the common pathologies, including
the lesions associated with artherosclerosis, the organ-
isation of thrombus, and the development of all types
of aneurysm, are described here, and illustrated by
both gross and microscopic specimens.
Second, a substantial part of the book covers the
operative pathology of the blood vessel. The answer
to why the anastomotic line leaked, or why thrombus
collected in an apparently patent graft, can be found
in these pages, with excellent pictures to match.
Micrographs of the effect of Fogarty catheters and
balloon angioplasty make it only too clear why early
thrombus formation and later restenosis are relatively
common. Annex I describes the gross dissection of the
pathological specimen, such as the ischaemic leg. This
information explains what happens to the dissected
leg after it has left the operating theatre in a bag, and
makes the Pathologist's report easier to understand.
Who else would find this book interesting? There
are some areas which are fascinating but probably do
not fit into any one clinical specialist category, or
which will appeal to only a small minority. For
example, section VIII, `` Vessels and Infectious Dis-
eases'' will probably appeal to specialists in Tropical
Diseases. This section gives comprehensive descrip-
tions of the vascular pathology of diseases such as
syphilitic aortitis and onchocerciasis (caused by a
nematode that resides in the lymphatic vessels and
causes elephantiasis). These are important diseases
in many parts of the world, and may be seen in the
West in persons displaced as a result of 21st Century
global migration patterns. Therefore their documenta-
tion in this section is entirely appropriate. By contrast,
the relative importance of the vascular lesions caused
by fungi is probably not as great. In this instance, the
blood vessels and lymphatics tend to act as conduits,
transmitting the infection to deep tissues. The possible
exception to this is candidiasis, which does cause
important and potentially life-threatening vascular
lesions.
Physicians will probably enjoy the section on vas-
cular changes in metabolic and endocrine disorders
(section XV), which describes the effects of the various
disorders of carbohydrate and lipid metabolism on
vessel structure. This includes the devastating effects
of diabetes mellitus. The only slight disappointment is
that the next section (XVI) does not really cover the
effects of essential hypertension on arteries in the
same depth. As this disease is the major cause of
vascular pathology in the Western World, perhaps a
bit more detail would have been useful.
My main reservation about the whole book relates
to Annex II, which describes the histological prepar-
ation of vessels for examination. Unfortunately the
Annex does not explain the process of fixing, section-
ing and staining the specimen in enough detail. This
is a pity as the book has hundreds of histological
photographs. Although Pathologists may take this
information for granted, the ordinary clinician may
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be puzzled by descriptions of antigens and monoclo-
nal antibodies without their relevance really being
explained. My own understanding came only because
I have used these antibodies in my own research, and
would not have been illuminated by the description
here. Perhaps this could be addressed in future editions.
These small complaints aside, this is an extremely
worthwhile book, not only for the reference library,
but also for individual ownership by clinicians. As it is
likely to become the classic in its field, perhaps the
next edition could be brought out in paperback to
reduce costs and widen access.
K. Stuart-Smith
Birmingham Heartlands Hospital, Birmingham
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This huge and expensive book provides a broad over-
view of the medical aspects of vascular disease includ-
ing basic science. Panvascular medicine represents a
new approach reflecting the systemic nature of vascu-
lar disease. To unify the field, the vascular system is
viewed as a functional unity. The textbook has been
divided into ten parts. Parts I and II summarize vas-
cular science and diagnostics. Parts III±V summarize
coronary, cerebrovascular and peripheral arterial dis-
eases. Parts VI±X summarize the venous, lymphatic,
aortic, visceral, endocrine, and genitourinary vascular
disorders. Selected parts of the textbook are further
subdivided into sections with individual chapters.
In Part I, following a section on epidemiology, and
embryology, the chapter on vascular anatomy is
incomplete and not practical. Section 4 on vascular
physiology including hemodynamics, arterial wall
mechanics and microcirculatory function is well sum-
marized. Vascular biology is covered in eight chapters.
The complexity of the subject is clearly discussed as
well as molecular and cellular angiogenesis.
In Section 6, an interesting chapter on mechanical
properties of atherosclerotic lesions is presented.
Unfortunately, the section on clinical examination
(Part II, Section 1, Chapter 26) is not designed to
provide a comprehensive approach, and many
references are outdated. In particular, the consensus
document regarding peripheral arterial disease
(TASC) published in 2000 is ignored. The major por-
tion of the book from Sections 3±10 deals with vascu-
lar pathologies but information on the same topic is
often discussed in separate parts of the book with
duplication of information. For example, Chapter 86
on peripheral arterial disease and chronic ischemic
syndromes, describes vascular testing in detail but
this has already been covered in Chapter 27. Further-
more, despite the 1941 pages, some subjects are not
addressed. Thoracic outlet syndrome is absent from
the chapters on arterial disease of the upper extremi-
ties. Redundancies and overlaps together with miss-
ing information make this book difficult to use for
vascular specialists in training. However some excel-
lent chapters are of interest to the vascular specialist.
As an example, the chapter on intracranial aneurysms
is outstanding and well illustrated but outside the
everyday practice of most vascular specialists.
In summary, this book is a compendium of vascular
topics in a novel perspective. This `` PanVascular'' cul-
ture which looks like `` a little of everything'' is some-
times difficult to follow. The book is expensive and
compares poorly to other texts such as the evidence-
based practice of vascular medicine highlighted
by WB Rutherford (Vascular Surgery, 5th edition,
WB Saunders, 1999), W. Moore (Vascular surgery:
a comprehensive review, WB Saunders, 2002), or
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